
Basic and Basic+ Charts 
 
In 2020, ACBL revised permissible bidding conventions for different types of games and 
competitions. Club games usually use the “Open Chart”. Restricted games, such as mentor 
games should use either Basic or Basic+. 
 
The full document can be found on ACBL:  
 
http://web2.acbl.org/documentLibrary/about/CONVENTIONCHARTS2_2020.pdf 
 
 
This is an excerpt from the document, showing only the Basic and Basic+ Charts. 

  

 



 

 

BDVLF CKDUW 
 

BLGGLQJ AJUHHPHQWV DUH GLVDOORZHG XQOHVV WKH\ DUH VSHFLILFDOO\ DOORZHG. II DQ AJUHHPHQW ZRXOG 
EH GLVDOORZHG XQOHVV LW VDWLVILHV D VSHFLILF HLJK CDUG 3RLQW RU VKDSH UHTXLUHPHQW, D SOD\HU PD\ 
QRW XVH MXGJPHQW WR LQFOXGH KDQGV ZLWK IHZHU HLJK CDUG 3RLQWV RU D GLIIHUHQW VKDSH.  1RWH WKDW 
DOPRVW DOO AJUHHPHQWV DUH DOORZHG EHJLQQLQJ ZLWK 5HVSRQGHU¶V LQLWLDO DFWLRQ. 

AOORZHG BLGGLQJ AJUHHPHQWV 

2SHQLQJ BLGV 
1. AQ\ 1DWXUDO RSHQLQJ ELG LQ D VXLW, DV ORQJ DV LW VKRZV DW OHDVW AYHUDJH 6WUHQJWK. 

2. A 1C RU 1D RSHQLQJ ELG WKDW LV HLWKHU 1DWXUDO RU 4XDVL-1DWXUDO, DV ORQJ DV LW VKRZV DW 
OHDVW AYHUDJH 6WUHQJWK. 

3. AQ AUWLILFLDO 1C RSHQLQJ ELG WKDW LV 6WURQJ DQG FRUFLQJ. 

4. A 1DWXUDO 17 RSHQLQJ ELG, DV ORQJ DV LW VKRZV DW OHDVW 10 HC3 DQG WKH 5DQJH LV QRW 
JUHDWHU WKDQ 5 HC3. 

5. AQ AUWLILFLDO 2C RU 2D RSHQLQJ ELG WKDW LV 9HU\ 6WURQJ. 

6. A 2D RSHQLQJ VKRZLQJ 0-1 GLDPRQGV DORQJ ZLWK 3+ FDUGV LQ DOO RWKHU VXLWV, DV ORQJ DV LW 
VKRZV DW OHDVW AYHUDJH 6WUHQJWK. 

7. A 2D RSHQLQJ VKRZLQJ D 4-4-4-1 RU 5-4-4-0 SDWWHUQ, DV ORQJ DV LW VKRZV DW OHDVW AYHUDJH 
6WUHQJWK.  7KH VKRUW VXLW PD\ EH NQRZQ RU XQNQRZQ. 

8. *** A 2-OHYHO RSHQLQJ ELG VKRZLQJ AYHUDJH 6WUHQJWK ZLWK DW OHDVW 5-4 VKDSH ZLWK ERWK 
VXLWV NQRZQ. 

9. AQ\ :HDN 1DWXUDO RSHQLQJ ELG LQ D VXLW DW WKH 2-OHYHO VKRZLQJ DW OHDVW 4 HC3 DQG KDV D 
5DQJH QRW JUHDWHU WKDQ 7 HC3. 

10. AQ\ :HDN 1DWXUDO RSHQLQJ DW WKH 3-OHYHO RU KLJKHU VKRZLQJ 6 RU PRUH FDUGV LQ WKH VXLW. 

11. A 317 RSHQLQJ ELG WKDW VKRZV D NQRZQ RU XQNQRZQ ORQJ PLQRU VXLW (WKH VXLW PD\ EH VROLG 
RU EURNHQ). 

12. AQ AUWLILFLDO 4C RSHQLQJ VKRZLQJ KHDUWV, DQG DQ AUWLILFLDO 4D RSHQLQJ VKRZLQJ VSDGHV. 

13. AQ\ RSHQLQJ ELG RI 417 RU KLJKHU. 



 

 

 

5HVSRQVHV DQG 5HELGV 

1. AQ\ 1DWXUDO UHVSRQVH. 

2. AQ\ JDPH IRUFLQJ UHVSRQVH DW WKH 2 OHYHO RU KLJKHU. 

3. AQ AUWLILFLDO 1D UHVSRQVH WR DQ\ 1C RSHQLQJ ELG. 

4. AQ\ AUWLILFLDO QHJDWLYH UHVSRQVH WR D 6WURQJ RU 9HU\ 6WURQJ RSHQLQJ ELG. 

5. A FRUFLQJ 117 UHVSRQVH WR DQ RSHQLQJ ELG RI 1H RU 16. 117 FDQQRW JXDUDQWHH DQ 
IQYLWDWLRQDO RU VWURQJHU KDQG. 

6. AQ\ UHVSRQVH WR D 17 RSHQLQJ ELG. 

7. AQ AUWLILFLDO MXPS UHVSRQVH VKRZLQJ D UDLVH (RI DQ\ VWUHQJWK) RI 2SHQHU¶V 1DWXUDO 
RSHQLQJ ELG. 

8. AQ AUWLILFLDO UHVSRQVH RI 2C DQG/RU 2D E\ D SDVVHG KDQG VKRZLQJ D UDLVH RI 2SHQHU¶V 
1DWXUDO RSHQLQJ ELG. 

9. AQ\ UHVSRQVH WR D 2-OHYHO RU KLJKHU RSHQLQJ ELG. 

10. AOO FDOOV VWDUWLQJ ZLWK 2SHQHU¶V VHFRQG ELG (WKLV DSSOLHV WR ERWK SDLUV). 

 
2YHUFDOOV DQG CRPSHWLWLYH BLGV 

1. AOO 1DWXUDO RYHUFDOOV. 

2. AOO GRXEOHV DQG UHGRXEOHV, DQG DOO FDOOV E\ ERWK VLGHV DIWHU D GRXEOH RU UHGRXEOH. 

3. AOO AUWLILFLDO FXHELGV (E\ HLWKHU SDLU), H[FHSW D FXHELG WKDW FRXOG EH :HDN PXVW VKRZ DW 
OHDVW RQH NQRZQ VXLW. AOO UHVSRQVHV WR D FXHELG DUH DOORZHG. 

4. A 217 RYHUFDOO VKRZLQJ DW OHDVW 5-4 GLVWULEXWLRQ LQ WKH PLQRUV RU LQ WKH WZR ORZHVW XQELG 
VXLWV. 

5. AIWHU SDUWQHU¶V 1DWXUDO 117 RYHUFDOO, DQ\ AUWLILFLDO DGYDQFH. 

6. AIWHU DQ RSSRQHQW¶V 1DWXUDO 17 RSHQLQJ ELG RU RYHUFDOO: 
a. AQ AUWLILFLDO 2C ELG KDYLQJ DQ\ PHDQLQJ 
b. AQ AUWLILFLDO ELG VKRZLQJ WZR NQRZQ VXLWV ZLWK 4-4 OHQJWK RU EHWWHU 
c. AQ AUWLILFLDO ELG VKRZLQJ D NQRZQ 5+ FDUG VXLW 
d. A 1DWXUDO ELG VKRZLQJ 4+ FDUGV LQ WKH VXLW ELG DQG DQRWKHU NQRZQ RU XQNQRZQ 

VXLW RI 4+ FDUGV. 



 

 

7. IQ UHVSRQVH WR SDUWQHU¶V RYHUFDOO VKRZLQJ DQ XQNQRZQ VXLW RU VXLWV, DQ\ FDOO DVNLQJ IRU 
SDUWQHU'V ORQJHVW RU FKHDSHVW XQNQRZQ VXLW (H.J., ³SDVV RU FRUUHFW´ FDOOV). 

8. AQ AUWLILFLDO 17 RYHUFDOO DW DQ\ OHYHO IRU 2-VXLWHG RU 3-VXLWHG WDNHRXW. A 117 ELG LQ WKLV 
FDWHJRU\ PXVW VKRZ DW OHDVW 1HDU-AYHUDJH 6WUHQJWK. 

9. AIWHU DQ RSSRQHQW¶V AUWLILFLDO RSHQLQJ ELG, DQ\ AUWLILFLDO GHIHQVH WKDW GRHV QRW LQFOXGH D   
3XUHO\ DHVWUXFWLYH RYHUFDOO. 

LHDG DQG CDUGLQJ AJUHHPHQWV 
EQFU\SWHG 6LJQDOV DUH QHYHU DOORZHG ZKHQ OHDGLQJ, IROORZLQJ VXLW RU GLVFDUGLQJ.  2WKHUZLVH: 
 

1. 2SHQLQJ OHDG:  AQ\ PHWKRG PD\ EH XVHG RQ RSHQLQJ OHDG. (LHDGLQJ ORZ IURP GRXEOHWRQV 
PXVW EH SUH-DOHUWHG.) 

 
2. FLUVW GLVFDUG:  AQ\ PHWKRG PD\ EH XVHG RQ WKH ILUVW GLVFDUG. 

 

*** FROORZLQJ 6XLW & DLVFDUGLQJ:  E[FHSW IRU WKH ILUVW GLVFDUG, RQO\ KLJK-WR-ORZ RU ORZ-WR-KLJK 
RUGHULQJ VWUDWHJLHV DUH DOORZHG ZKHQ IROORZLQJ VXLW RU GLVFDUGLQJ. 
 

Ɣ Note: Distinct meanings for middle cards (vs. highest and lowest) are permissible. 
 

Ɣ Note: Defining meanings for specific spots (2,4,6«), as opposed to relative high/low 
agreements, are permissible only on the first discard. 

 

IQ DGGLWLRQ, D SDLU PD\ EH SURKLELWHG IURP SOD\LQJ DQ\ FDUGLQJ PHWKRG ZKHQ WKH\ DUH GHHPHG WR 
EH SOD\LQJ LW LQ D PDQQHU WKDW GRHV QRW PDLQWDLQ SURSHU WHPSR. A GHFLVLRQ WKDW SURKLELWV D SDLU 
IURP SOD\LQJ D SDUWLFXODU FDUGLQJ PHWKRG PD\ EH DSSHDOHG WR WKH WRXUQDPHQW FRPPLWWHH. 

 

 



 

 

BDVLF+ CKDUW 
 
BLGGLQJ AJUHHPHQWV DUH GLVDOORZHG XQOHVV WKH\ DUH VSHFLILFDOO\ DOORZHG. II DQ AJUHHPHQW ZRXOG 
EH GLVDOORZHG XQOHVV LW VDWLVILHV D VSHFLILF HLJK CDUG 3RLQW RU VKDSH UHTXLUHPHQW, D SOD\HU PD\ 
QRW XVH MXGJPHQW WR LQFOXGH KDQGV ZLWK IHZHU HLJK CDUG 3RLQWV RU D GLIIHUHQW VKDSH.  1RWH WKDW 
DOPRVW DOO AJUHHPHQWV DUH DOORZHG EHJLQQLQJ ZLWK 5HVSRQGHU¶V LQLWLDO DFWLRQ. 
 

AOORZHG BLGGLQJ AJUHHPHQWV 

2SHQLQJ BLGV 
1. AQ\ RSHQLQJ ELG LQ D VXLW ZKLFK LV 1DWXUDO, DV ORQJ DV LW VKRZV DW OHDVW 1HDU-AYHUDJH 

6WUHQJWK. 

2. A 1C RU 1D RSHQLQJ ELG WKDW LV HLWKHU 1DWXUDO RU 4XDVL-1DWXUDO, DV ORQJ DV LW VKRZV DW 
OHDVW AYHUDJH 6WUHQJWK.   

3. AQ AUWLILFLDO 1C RSHQLQJ ELG WKDW LV 6WURQJ DQG FRUFLQJ. 

4. A 1DWXUDO 17 RSHQLQJ ELG, DV ORQJ DV LW VKRZV DW OHDVW 10 HC3 DQG WKH 5DQJH LV QRW 
JUHDWHU WKDQ 5 HC3. 

5. AQ\ 117 RSHQLQJ ELG WKDW LV 6WURQJ DQG FRUFLQJ. 

6. A 2-OHYHO RSHQLQJ ELG VKRZLQJ D 7KUHH-6XLWHG KDQG DQG DW OHDVW AYHUDJH 6WUHQJWK. 

7. AQ\ 2-OHYHO RU KLJKHU RSHQLQJ ELG WKDW LV 9HU\ 6WURQJ. 

8. AQ\ 2-OHYHO RSHQLQJ ELG VKRZLQJ DW OHDVW AYHUDJH 6WUHQJWK ZLWK DW OHDVW 5-4 VKDSH DQG 
ERWK VXLWV NQRZQ. 

9. AQ\ :HDN 1DWXUDO RSHQLQJ ELG LQ D VXLW DW WKH 2-OHYHO VKRZLQJ DW OHDVW 3 HC3 DQG KDV D 
5DQJH QRW JUHDWHU WKDQ 8 HC3. 

10. A 17 RSHQLQJ ELG DW WKH 2-OHYHO RU KLJKHU VKRZLQJ DW OHDVW 5-4 GLVWULEXWLRQ LQ WKH PLQRUV. 

11. AQ\ :HDN 1DWXUDO RSHQLQJ DW WKH 3-OHYHO RU KLJKHU. 

12. A 317 RSHQLQJ ELG VKRZLQJ D NQRZQ RU XQNQRZQ VROLG VXLW. 

13. A 317 RSHQLQJ ELG VKRZLQJ D NQRZQ RU XQNQRZQ ORQJ PLQRU VXLW. 

14. A 4-OHYHO RSHQLQJ ELG VKRZLQJ DW OHDVW 6 FDUGV LQ D GLIIHUHQW NQRZQ VXLW. 

15. AQ\ RSHQLQJ ELG RI 417 RU KLJKHU. 



 

 

5HVSRQVHV DQG 5HELGV 
1. AQ\ 1DWXUDO UHVSRQVH. 

2. AQ\ JDPH IRUFLQJ UHVSRQVH. 

3. AQ AUWLILFLDO 1D UHVSRQVH WR DQ\ 1C RSHQLQJ ELG. 

4. AQ\ AUWLILFLDO UHVSRQVH WR D 6WURQJ RU 9HU\ 6WURQJ RSHQLQJ ELG. 

5. AQ\ 117 UHVSRQVH WR DQ RSHQLQJ ELG RI 1H RU 16. 

6. AQ\ UHVSRQVH WR D 17 RSHQLQJ ELG. 

7. AQ AUWLILFLDO MXPS UHVSRQVH VKRZLQJ D UDLVH (RI DQ\ VWUHQJWK) RI 2SHQHU¶V 1DWXUDO 
RSHQLQJ ELG. 

8. AQ AUWLILFLDO MXPS UHVSRQVH WKDW VKRZV DW OHDVW 5 FDUGV LQ D NQRZQ VXLW DQG DW OHDVW 4 
FDUGV LQ DQRWKHU NQRZQ VXLW. 

9. AQ AUWLILFLDO UHVSRQVH RI 2C DQG/RU 2D E\ D SDVVHG KDQG WKDW VKRZV D UDLVH RI 2SHQHU¶V 
1DWXUDO RSHQLQJ ELG. 

10. AQ\ UHVSRQVH WR D 2-OHYHO RU KLJKHU RSHQLQJ ELG. 

11. AQ\ UHVSRQVH DIWHU DQ RSSRVLQJ GRXEOH. 

 

2YHUFDOOV DQG CRPSHWLWLYH BLGV 
1. AOO 1DWXUDO RYHUFDOOV. 

2. AOO GRXEOHV DQG UHGRXEOHV, DQG DOO FDOOV E\ ERWK VLGHV DIWHU D GRXEOH RU UHGRXEOH. 

3. AOO FDOOV LQ BDODQFLQJ 6HDW. 

4. AOO AUWLILFLDO FXHELGV (E\ HLWKHU SDLU), H[FHSW D FXHELG WKDW FRXOG EH :HDN PXVW VKRZ DW 
OHDVW RQH NQRZQ VXLW. AOO UHVSRQVHV WR D FXHELG DUH DOORZHG. 

5. A VXLW RYHUFDOO VKRZLQJ DW OHDVW 5-4 GLVWULEXWLRQ LQ WZR NQRZQ VXLWV. II WKH RYHUFDOO LV QRW D 
MXPS, WKHQ LW PXVW VKRZ DW OHDVW AYHUDJH 6WUHQJWK. 

6. AQ AUWLILFLDO 17 RYHUFDOO DW DQ\ OHYHO IRU 2-VXLWHG WDNHRXW. A 117 ELG LQ WKLV FDWHJRU\ PXVW 
VKRZ DW OHDVW 1HDU-AYHUDJH 6WUHQJWK. BHORZ WKH 4-OHYHO DW OHDVW RQH VXLW PXVW EH NQRZQ. 

7. AQ DUWLILFLDO 17 RYHUFDOO DW DQ\ OHYHO IRU 3-VXLWHG WDNHRXW. A 117 ELG LQ WKLV FDWHJRU\ PXVW 
VKRZ DW OHDVW 1HDU-AYHUDJH 6WUHQJWK. 

8. AIWHU SDUWQHU¶V 1DWXUDO 117 RYHUFDOO, DQ\ AUWLILFLDO DGYDQFH. 



 

 

9. AIWHU DQ RSSRQHQW¶V 1DWXUDO 17 RSHQLQJ ELG RU RYHUFDOO: 
a. AQ AUWLILFLDO 2C ELG KDYLQJ DQ\ PHDQLQJ 
b. AQ AUWLILFLDO 2D ELG VKRZLQJ D RQH-VXLWHG KDQG LQ KHDUWV RU VSDGHV 
c. AQ\ RWKHU FDOO VKRZLQJ D NQRZQ VXLW RI DW OHDVW 4 FDUGV 

10. IQ UHVSRQVH WR SDUWQHU¶V RYHUFDOO VKRZLQJ DQ XQNQRZQ VXLW RU VXLWV, DQ\ FDOO DVNLQJ IRU 
SDUWQHU'V ORQJHVW RU FKHDSHVW VXLW (H.J., ³SDVV RU FRUUHFW´ FDOOV). 

11. AIWHU DQ AUWLILFLDO RSHQLQJ ELG, DQ\ AUWLILFLDO GHIHQVH WKDW GRHV QRW LQFOXGH D 3XUHO\ 
DHVWUXFWLYH RYHUFDOO. 

12. AIWHU DQ RSHQLQJ ELG RI 2C RU KLJKHU, DQ\ AUWLILFLDO GHIHQVH WKDW GRHV QRW LQFOXGH D 3XUHO\ 
DHVWUXFWLYH RYHUFDOO. 

13. AIWHU DQ RSHQLQJ ELG DQG DQ RYHUFDOO RU GRXEOH, DQ\ FDOO (E\ HLWKHU VLGH) VKRZLQJ LHQJWK 
LQ D NQRZQ VXLW. 

14. AIWHU DQ RSHQLQJ ELG DQG DQ RYHUFDOO, D ELG RI VSDGHV WR VKRZ DQ\ RI: 
a. A GHVLUH WR SOD\ 1R 7UXPS 
b. 2QH PLQRU 
c. BRWK PLQRUV 
d. AQ\ FRPELQDWLRQ RI WKH DERYH 

BHJLQQLQJ ZLWK WKH 2SHQLQJ BLGGHU¶V VHFRQG FDOO, DOO FDOOV DUH DOORZHG E\ ERWK SDLUV. 

 

LHDG DQG CDUGLQJ AJUHHPHQWV 

<6DPH DV BDVLF CKDUW> 


